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President’s News

A Cháirde

First of all I’d like to wish you all a Happy New Year with 
health and happiness for 2011.  Hope you all had a good 
Christmas with minimal disruption from the arctic 
conditions in Europe. I’m getting grief from my kids 
as they have yet to see snow, so rather than spending 
Christmas in Ireland with an abundance of the stuff 
they got to spend it in Hong Kong in a cool 12°C.  It’s 
hard to explain to them that the novelty wears off after 
the first day or two. 

We have had a great period leading up to Christmas 
with our seasonal events.  We had our adults Christmas 
party on the 4th December which despite the rain, 
all enjoyed  - many thanks to Betty and Max for their 
hospitality on the evening.  We were greatly entertained 
by Aidan Cotter and his friends so many thanks to 
him also.  We hope you enjoyed our other talents in 
evidence: “Pres-sec-o” – I hope you can work out who/
what I’m referring to!  

After that we had the wonderful ladies lunch and 
culminated our events with the kids Christmas party.  
This year it was great to see so many of our members 
children there and thanks goes to all the members who 
provided gifts, which made it a special Christmas for almost forty children from the Rumah Shalom home who joined us 
on the day.  A big thanks to the GAA for teaching them a bit of Gaelic football which I think they enjoyed immensely.  The 
only negative observation is that perhaps Santa had put on a few pounds.  

Mark your diaries for our Intersociety Quiz Night on Saturday 19th February at the newly renovated Tavern in Guinness 
Anchor Brewery.  This will be the “Harry Trail Trophy” so expect big competition between the societies!  Free-flow 
Guinness all night.”

Well we now face into the Ball season and we’re gearing up to yet another great event in the Hilton on the 12th March.  
Once again, our old favourites, the Folksmen DC will be there to keep us dancing well into the small hours.  As many of 
you will have heard, we have a sell-out event again, with all the tickets being snapped up within forty minutes.  I think this 
year we have a record with the first person in the queue arriving at 5am.  We’re all looking forward to what we hope will 
be a spectacular event, full of ceól agus craic.  I hope to see you there.  

Slán go foill, 



Our New Logo

SOLD OUT

The new St. Patrick’s Society of Selangor logo incorporates strong symbols of Malaysian & Irish progressiveness. 
Merging the Petronas Towers and the Dublin Spire communicates an idea of two modern societies looking to the 
future, working together to nurture Irish Malaysian partnership. The result is a clean, simple, yet elegant logo.  

The Spire soars 
120 metres into 
the sky, by day 
looking like a 
giant sewing 
needle, at night it 
is lit from within 
and shines like 
a beacon due to 
the hundreds of 
tiny holes drilled 
in the burnished 
steel at the top.  
It it also know as 
the Millennium 
Spire and stands 
3 metres wide 
at the base  in 
the middle of  
O’Connell Street. 
It is erected on the site of  Nelson’s Pillar which 
was destroyed by bombings in 1966.

In the 1990’s plans were launched to improve the 
local area.  Private car traffic was re-directed  away 

from the street, shops were smartened up with 
new signage.   

An international 
competion was 

launched by 
the Lord Mayor 

of Dublin, Joe 
Doyle.  The de-

sign was award-
ed to Ian Ritchie 

Architects and 
the first of eight 
hollow sections 

was installed  
18th December 

2002 and it was 
completed 21st 
January 2003.



New Members 

Datin Doreena’s Joke Corner

Ailish & Brian New 

are proud to annouce the arrival 

of their daughter, 

Erin Ruth 

weighing in at a healthy 9lbs

 on 20th October 2010. 

The Pope was saying Mass recently in Ballyfermot, he asked for those with “special needs” to come forward to be 
prayed for, Anto stepped forward and said “Holy Father, can you help me with my hearing ?”

The pope replied “certainly my son” and put his hands over Anto’s ears while everybody prayed. 

“ Has that helped “ asked the Pope, “Dunno” said Anto “ My hearing is not until Tuesday “

Maeve & Shane Stephens

Liz Dixte

Aoife Downey & James Connaught

Gary Donovan
Eoin Daly & Ana Palomo

Charles & Hari Kitching

Gavin Mulcahy

Kevin Stephenson

Bjarte & Marianne Olsen

Caterina & Shabir Meriggi-Habib

Darren O’Shea

Graham Carter

Gerry Rowan

Congratulations
A note of thanks 
from the Editor 
to our resident 
photographer, 

Bill Timmins for 
all his great 

photos throughout 
all our newsletters 
- keep on snapping 

Bill!



The St. Patrick’s Society 
of Selangor

proudly presents another great

Charity Auction Night

Saturday 7th May 2011 - 7.30pm

Irish Ambassador’s 
Residence

17 Ampang Hilir, KL

Cost RM50 per person 
(includes supper) 

payable on the night

For further information
 and to book your place

 please contact: 

Jeff: 012 217 2757
jeff@stpatsoc.org

Drinks available by 
coupon at society 

prices



NTERSOCIETY
QUIZ NIGHT

19TH FEBRUARY 2011, AT 7.30PM

      
JOIN ST. PATRICK’S
TO COMPETE FOR 

THE HARRY TRAIL TROPHY
The Tavern, Guinness Anchor Brewery

Sungei Way Brewery, 
9th Mile, Old Klang Road, 

Petaling Jaya, Selangor, 46000

RM50 PER PERSON
TABLES OF FOUR

INCLUSIVE OF MEALS, 
FREE FLOW BEER & SOFT DRINKS

TO BOOK YOUR TABLE CONTACT
JEFF BANNISTER ON 012-2172757

OR EMAIL jeff@stpatsoc.org



Some ten years ago when Bob and I made a trip to Beijing, 
we toyed with the idea of making a detour to the old town 
of Xi’an to see the famous Terracotta Army but decided 
against it in the end – a decision we always regretted.  When 
Bob announced that he would be working for six months in 
China between October and March this year, we decided to 
take the opportunity take a few days to visit this amazing 
site and we certainly were not disappointed. The journey 
which commenced in Wuxi where Bob is working (some 
2 hours drive from Shanghai) and then a few hours flight 
from there to Xi’an was worth waiting for. 

Although both of us had seen many photographs and had 
read a little about the famous army made from Terracotta, 
the scale and detail of this incredible site left us speechless. 
Only discovered back in 1974 by farmers digging a well it is 
difficult to believe that these lifelike, life-size figures together 
with terracotta horses and chariots were constructed and  
buried with the first emperor of China as far back as 210-
209BC. to protect him in the afterlife.  Pit after pit, row 
after row of these amazing figures met us when we arrived 
at the site. There are three pits currently being excavated 
with around 8,000 soldiers in one of them alone, varying 
in height and uniform and hairstyle and each exhibiting 
unique features.  It is humbling to see and realise the skills 
that we often take credit for in the 21st century were in fact 
in existence centuries ago! 

It is believed that this is only the tip of the iceberg and 
that much has still to be unearthed.  I could have watched 
for hours as archaeologists on site painstakingly took small 
fragments from the earth and pieced them together repairing 
damage done and putting these incredible warriors together 
again. Bob and I found it hard to drag ourselves away when 
it was time to head back to our hotel that evening. 

Although we had made the trip specifically to see the 
Warriors, the following few days spent walking along the 
walls surrounding Xi’an, one of the oldest cities in China 
with a history spanning over 3000 years, and visiting the 
famous Great Wild Goose Pagoda, a Buddhist temple built  
in 652, were amazing.

Watching a day in the life of the people of Xi’an from the 
great walls kept us busy with our cameras, taking photos 
of the colourful sights of the barbers shaving men in the 
streets, cutting kids hairs, the people shopping for food 
laughing and chatting while the children played and fought, 
as kids do everywhere in the world .

Another Tick in the Box



The Great Wild Goose Pagoda is a wonderful structure, a peaceful oasis in 
the midst of a busy, noisy city in China.  Monks move quietly and serenely 
around the temple and its grounds. Although the building was damaged by an 
earthquake in 1556, it was repaired shortly after and then in 1964 underwent 
extensive renovations.  We climbed to the top of the 210ft structure where we 
were able to view the city of Xi’an and its surrounds.

All too soon our short trip was at an end. We would have loved to have stayed 
longer to see more of this fascinating part of the world but work beckoned and 
before we knew it we were on the flight back to Shanghai.   

The whole trip was a wonderful experience and Bob and I feel fortunate to 
have been able to tick yet another box on our “bucket list”. 
 

By Olwyn Stewart



Travel  Cont......



Notice Board
At last year’s Ball, we experienced first-hand what a breadth 
and depth of talent we have amongst our Irish community 
here.  One talent who was introduced to the Society there was 
Claudine Gabriel, who hails from Blarney In Country Cork. 

Claudine came to Malaysia from Norway a few years ago.  She 
soon found here a friendly community, not only to socialise 
and play music with, but also to provide much-needed support 
through the ups and downs of her (now 7 year old) daughter 
Enya’s heart defect discovery, and subsequent major heart sur-
gery. 

Claud can regularly be seen jamming with local musicians in 
a wide variety of KL’s venues. She is never without her trusty 

bodhrain, her guitar and her beautiful singing voice, with which she covers a huge repertoire within different genres. 

Claudine’s roots in a musical Irish family have given her the expertise to consult in her greatest passion (music) in her 
“day job”.  She assists Caterpillar, a family activity studio in Sri Hartamas, to broaden their dance base and knowledge.  
Caterpillar has recently introduced Irish dancing (for children aged 5 to 15) with Claudine’s help. 

It is thanks to people like Claudine, with her bodhrain by night and dancing shoes by day, that the culture and music of 
Ireland will remain strong wherever Irish eyes are smiling around the globe.   

Broadening the Knowledge of Ireland and its Culture in Malaysia

ANOTHER CHANCE
CHARITY SHOP

Wanted

Good quality clothing, books, ornaments, toys, 
household goods, baby equipment for our shop 

above Country Mart Convenience Store at Country 
Heights, Kajang. 

Collection can be arranged.  
All proceeds to local charities, so please help!

Also Needed

Your valuable time!  
Can you help us by volunteering to help in our 

boutique?

Any questions?

Please call:
Valerie Lee at 019 212 0621 
or Linda Satti at 012 373 0202  

VOLUNTEERS WANTED !

The Riding for the Disabled 
Association, Malaysia

Royal Selangor Polo Club, Ampang
or

Bukit Kiara Equestrian & Country Club

RDA Malaysia is a charitable organisation that provides 
therapy riding for disabled children. The horse’s 
movement is therapeutic and improves the child’s 
balance/posture, co-ordination, self esteem and muscle 
development. 

There is a constant need for motivated, cheerful and 
reliable people to help. It is not necessary to know 
anything about horses or disabilities. RDA teaches its 
volunteers what they need to know in order to lead a 
pony or walk by the side of a rider.

If you have the time to support this charity and give one 
or two mornings a week please contact the following.

Ampang:         Sandra Cooper   016 386 3185                                      
Bukit Kiara:    Cecilia Liew          016 275 9329

www.caterpillar.com.my



The Dog’s
  Rugby in Malaysia since 1862

Men Over 16 and Under 35
Training Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday

RSC Sports Annex
Come play for the best!

Call: Deano on 012 792 8733

The Dog's...Junior Rugby

Saturday's 10am -12 noon
Boys and Girls  4 -16 years

RSC Sports Annex.

For  more information call:
Deano  012 792 8733

Gary Cane 012 667 8342

Enterprise
 Ireland

The Irish Trade & Technology 
Board

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Its mission is to help Irish companies 
build their competitive advantage 
through innovative marketing and 
technology.

Enterprise Ireland offices worldwide 
link international buyers with 
Ireland’s competitive capability.

Contact us:
Tel:  03 2164 0618

Fax:  03 2164 0619 or e-mail 
sabrina.ng@enterprise-ireland.com

www.enterprise-ireland.com

Deputy Head of Mission
Mr Shane Stephens

Ireland House
The Amp Walk

218 Jalan Ampang
50450 Kuala Lumpur

Tel:  (03) 2161 2963
Fax: (03) 2161 3427

Public Hours
Monday to Friday

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
 & 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Embassy of Ireland

Ambassador
HE Declan Kelly

Notice Board



Our first function for the new committee was at a venue we 
had not previously visited, Healy Macs, in Changkat Bukit 
Bintang.  We had all of the upstairs to ourselves, and the 
staff were waiting with cold beer, lovely snacks, music and 
live rugby, what more could we ask for?  Undeterred by a 
large number of people filling Changkat for a street party, 
close to sixty members and guests enjoyed the night.  

Being Halloween, the streets were awash with people in 
weird and wonderful costumes, and many were heading for 
our pub night, we had witches, doctors, angels and lots of 
vampire’s teeth.  The view from the balcony when Leona 
Lewis came on to perform for the street party was amazing, 
and an added bonus for her fans that attended the night.
 
It was great to see people attending their first St. Patrick’s 
event, and those who have been attending for many years, 
mingling in a welcoming environment.  In addition, there 
were three new members that signed up on the night .  A 
big thank you to Healy Macs for sponsoring the event, we 
will definitely be back and hopefully there will be more ‘free’ 
entertainment for members.

By Bridget BleakleyFun at the Pub on Halloween 



By Margaret WingIntersociety Quiz Night
Alongside seven teams representing St Patrick’s Society, we 
also welcomed seven teams from four other organisations 
to Out of Africa in PJ. There was much jostling for “location, 
location” and “lucky number” tables, and the highly organised 
Quizmaster, Ron Anderson, kicked off proceedings before 
8.30pm, in sync with the snacks starting to be served by 
table. Some participants had been in the bar since 6pm, so 
were well oiled for the warm-up anagram round.
 
This was followed by ten rounds of ten questions each, with 
each round being a different category, and it soon became 
clear which people have enough time on their hands to 
know all the trivia.  Particularly impressive was Ron when 
he realized he had not brought his pre-prepared history 
questions with him, and took time-out for no longer than 
15 minutes to just “dream up” a bunch, and they weren’t the 
easiest imaginable, either!

It was a night of mixed fortune for our current and past 
Presidents.  Jeff Bannister made the trip back from Jakarta, 
especially for the quiz, worthwhile by coming second 
overall, together with past-Pres Nigel McGonigle, Marco 
Maurer and recently arrived Paul Mullins. They were beaten 
by a team from St George’s Society – Bill and Sal Addington 
with Ray and Melanie Bolland.  In contrast though, some 
other past Presidents, Betty Theseira and Hilary Murphy 
(accompanied by their respective spouses) had the pleasure 
of each receiving a Wooden Spoon. 

Leynard Theseira and yours truly did the marking and kept 
score, with no conflicts with participants (or each other!) 
over challenges (I’m pleased to say).  In fact, the overall spirit 
throughout the night was one of fun and friendship. We’re 

looking forward to the next one, and may even have a 
trophy for the winning team / society 

when the time comes.

 



Christmas Angels By Gill Longhurst

Early in November Mrs Anne Kelly  
kindly opened up the doors  of the Ambassadors residence to  

welcome our “Irish Angels”.  Over sixty people came along for coffee and delicious nibbles. The 
Christmas tree was adorned with angels covered in glitter (most of which made its way home on my clothes)! No doubt the 
children in Sarah Wheeler Tan’s class at school had great fun making them all, thank you Sarah for all your hard work.

The ladies delved deep into their pockets and not only did each child from the Rumah Shalom home in Puchong get their 
wish, but enough money was raised to pay for their party in December.  The list of wishes were varied, but the demand 
for fishing rods makes me think that they must have a lake somewhere near their home....thanks Mandy for supplying all 
of these, thank goodness someone’s husband loves fishing!  Thanks to Lorraine - our hostess for the morning, and our 
heartfelt thanks goes to all those that attended, you gave the orphans a very happy Christmas, hope to see you all again 
next year.



The ladies Christmas lunch this year was held at Tatto, a 
fantastic Italian Restaurant tucked away in Ampang.  Yenti, 
the restaurant manager pulled out all the stops to make 
this a great day.  The Christmas tree was lit, the food was 
fab,  the service tip top - so much so, we are hoping to book 
again for next year!  

The Irish girls looking festive in their christmas finery, were 
served a glass of bubbly on arrival, followed by a four course 
meal and a glass of wine (all for the price of RM80), so the 
spirits were high when the song sheets came out. 

Sister Enda led the carols with our Anna on her guitar 
(thanks so much Anna).  After Rudolph, Oh Come all Ye 
Faithful and few more of our favourites, Lorraine took to 
the floor and had the girls in giggles as we all tried to re-
member who did what in the tweleve days of Christmas,  
five gold rings rang out between swans-a-dancing and lords- 
a-milking! Must remember to learn it for next year!  All in 
all it was a great event.  Our thanks go to Mary Anderson 
for organising the event and sorting the raffle, I even won 
a prize! 
www.tatto.com.my.

Twelve Days of Christmas



By Gill Longhurst



Christmas Hooley
The day started with preparations for the Hooley - 
particularly the Christmas decorations.  Margaret brought 
her troops and quickly got stuck into the driveway and 
reception area, under the careful supervision and direction 
of Sophie (age 5 temporally, but already grade 1 senior 
management skill).
  
Reinforcement arrived shortly thereafter in the form of 
Bridget with a whole load more decorations to make the 
evening festive. After quite a few modifications for the band 
placement we finally settled them in the corner.  For those 
who know Max and Betty’s house but were unable to attend, 
shelters had been set up on the driveway and tables laid for 
forty people. The bar downstairs and the conservatory was 
set as the drinking and carousing area, and proved very cosy 
later that night.

We were very fortunate to have the vibrant and enthusiastic 
band Presseco playing for us on the night, which really 
added an element of Christmas and Irish atmosphere to the 
evening.  All the favourites were rendered, with singing by 
Bridget, Jeff, and Aiden on Keyboard.  About halfway through 
the evening, Jeff presented Betty with a lovely appreciation 
gift of flowers as the hostess for the evening. Many thanks 
to Max and Betty for a lovely evening and the hospitality 
of their home.  Eden catering did a wonderful job of the 
table layout and we also had a specially requested roast 
lamb to accompany the meal. The roasted vegetables were 
crispy and the turkey was moist and tender as it should be. 
The vegetarians were also catered for, the fish option was 
delicious.

The arrival of the folks from GAA and Marty, who was leaving 
Malaysia added to the enjoyment, as it seemed to coincide 
with a magically inebriated vibe from the 
existing guests, reaching critical 
mass for partying! 



By Leynard Theseira

Beer and wine were the beverages of choice for the evening 
and were consumed in Dublinian proportions!  We wish 
Marty McMyler all the best for the future, he will certainly 
be missed.  Wrapping up at around 2am in high spirits 
with the music still ringing in our ears, we had a suitable 
start to the Christmas and New Year season.  Speaking 
from a personal perspective, this was certainly the best 
start to Christmas I have had and it went on all the way to 
2nd January!  Good practice for the Ball, which is rapidly 

approaching.



December 11th 2010 was a very important date in the St. Patrick’s Society 
Christmas calender, especially for the children.  Put together party games, a 
magician, delicious food and a visit from Santa and the result is a truly joyous 
occasion for our St. Patrick’s Society younger members and more importantly 
our VIP guests from the Rumah Shalom home in Puchong. 

Former Irish Society president Olwyn Stewart and her wonderful husband 
Bob once again opened their doors to host this year’s Christmas party, not 
an easy feat considering Olwyn was delayed in the UK due to severe weather 
and arrived just in time to put up the Christmas tree before our young guests 
arrived. We really appreciate your generous hospitality Olwyn and Bob. 

From the arrival of the first guests fun was the order of the day, aided in a 
large part to the wonderful bouncy castle that ‘Crown Relocation’ provided for 
the party. Whether the children were searching for clues on their Christmas 
treasure hunt, being enthralled by our marvellous magician or playing football 
with our amazing volunteer coaches from Orang Eire, John, Pat and JC, there 
were a sea of smiling faces to be seen throughout the day.  After lunch was 
served, including some delicious pastries kindly donated by ‘Café Crème’ for 
the occasion, the most important part of the day had arrived, a very special 
visit by the man himself ...Santa! 

This visit was made all the more special by the amazing generosity of our 
Christmas Angels who had been delivering gifts by the sack load throughout the 
previous week.  Our VIP guests from Rumah Shalom home were overwhelmed 
and it was super to watch their smiles as Santa presented each child with 
their Christmas gift. Sincere thanks to all the “Angels” who really did make 
Christmas happen for these children this year. 

After that it was time to board the bus again for our young guests. Goodbyes 
and hugs were exchanged between all the children who shared this great day 
and off they headed home. Our sincere thanks go to ‘Pickfords’ for sponsoring 
the transport of the children to and from their home in Puchong for the party.  
Thanks also to all the Society families who came along to share this special day, 
we hope you enjoyed it.

Children’s Magical Christmas Party



By Dee Grimshaw



This was an event to remember.  A crowd of close to 1,500 
locals, expats, kids, media representatives, players and 
coaches gathered on Saturday 27th November 2010 to 
witness the first ever Vodafone GAA All Star Tour to Kuala 
Lumpur.   

The local gaelic football club Orang Eire welcomed the 
travelling party from Ireland and hosted them throughout 
an entire weeks events leading up to the All Star match 
on Saturday.  The match, featuring some of the greatest 
male Gaelic football players of our time, was an excellent 
display of strength, skill and determination which did not 
disappoint a single person in the crowd.   They were joined 
by the Asian All-Stars in mens and ladies football and the 
juvenile teams from Orang Eire and Singapore. 

A fantastic weekend was had and great football was 
played under the slightly stormy skies of KL - and Orang 
Eire were, as ever, excellent hosts.   Sam Maguire and 
Micheál were in attendance, and the latter it has to be said, 
was on particularly fine form in the commentary box all 
afternoon.   

After an exhibition International Rules match between the 
Malaysian Warriors & Orang Eire, the Asian All-Star teams 
gathered from around the region and put on the opening 
GAA matches.  First the men, and then the ladies got a 
chance to mix it up with their rivals on a bigger pitch than 
we are used to here in Asia - playing eleven a side football 
for the first time in Asia.  Winners were the 2010 All-Stars 
for the men and the ladies.  

Juvenile teams from Orang Eire and Singapore got the 
opportunity for some top class coaching from Conor 
Counihan and the All-Stars before taking the field to put 
their newly learned skills to the test.  The young players 
were thrilled to have their idols out there on the pitch with 
them kicking balls, encouraging and complimenting their 
skills. It was a memorable experience, one which won’t be 
forgotten for years to come.   

Always a highlight, when they take to the pitch they don’t 
let us down - though the weather did - as they had to 
come off the pitch due to impending lightning.  Rivals since 
birth, both teams displayed an incredible amount of skill, 
ability and sportsmanship throughout the entire match. 
The youngsters (and their parents) were all thrilled to have 
Michael commentating over their games in his final farewell 
tour leading into his retirement.

Mens Gaelic Football All-Stars 2009/10



Hosted by OrangEire GAC
The GAA All-Stars took to the field just as the sky was 
darkening and the claps of thunder could be heard above. 
After a few chuckles and comments about it ‘reminding 
them of home’, they were ready to begin the big event. 
What followed was an excellent showcase of skill, teamwork 
and natural ability – not bad for a bunch of lads who had 
only ever played against each other.  

With the legendary Gaelic commentator Michael 
O’Muircheartaigh on the mike, it was easy to believe we 
were back in Croke Park watching an All-Ireland Final. The 
GAA All-Star match was a hard fought battle, but the 2009 
team nudged the 2010 team in a 10-8 to 9-11 barn burner.  

An easy choice for Player of the Match was Cathal Cregg 
from Roscommon whose impressive 4-2 scoring abilities 
made him the clear winner. A highlight for not only Asian 
players, but for all present was the participation of Ngoc 
Quynh (Quinnie), a Vietnamese player who only picked up 
the sport 3 months ago.  Having been selected to the Asian 
2010 roster this past Asian Gaelic Games, he easily slid into 
the match with the GAA players and did Asia proud by 
scoring a point, and a goal in the shoot-out finish.

The GAA All Star Tour 2010 was considered a very successful 
event for those who participated, planned, played and 
watched.

Is mise le meas

Pat Gorham 
Chairman
Orang Eire
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